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How times change,
from last spring's issue:   “Every time I fly and am forced to remove my shoes, I am grateful Richard Reid is not  
known as the 'Underwear Bomber!” 
Douglas Manuel, Aerospace Executive – speaking before the underwear bomber struck... 

What am I doing here?
Trying to fly – yes. Let's presume that's the reason anyone is a member 
of the club: a desire to fly, and preferably soar, gracefully. 

What I mean is, what am I doing here, editing a newsletter and being 
marketing officer and sitting on a committee that takes up time, effort 
and leads to little in the way of glory, gratitude or gliding time?

I hope, in explaining this, I can encourage all who have felt the pleasure of 
a long booming day smoothly ended by a hangar landing, a Richard Kill 
pie and a pint, to join me in making this club thrive. For, make no mistake, 
there are gliding clubs declining and failing all over the world. Ours is in a 
better position than many but not as good as it could be, or needs, to be.

So, recognising this, and being a sucker for punishment, less than 2 years 
ago I volunteered to use what few skills and residual time I had to try and 
promote the work of the committee and club, to make it a stronger, more 
solidly growing, healthy place to be.

Inside are what I hope are jottings of interest, requests for input and 
chances to help with the task of upping our membership numbers –

Andy Cockerell on Junior gliding and some breaking news from BGA 
development officer Alison Randle on this.

Alistair Lomax has much of interest to discuss with new members and 
new solo pilots, with aims to reach bronze and beyond.

Chairman Chris lays out some of the essential issues for this year and 
further ahead. 

The sheer volume of work that goes on behind the scenes, all of it unpaid, 
needs a visibility that has been lacking, that's the blog section.

Richard Kill has some timely messages about the great and bargain value 
social events and every day bargains of the clubhouse

Tony, our new (or returning) CFI, has both personal info for those who 
don't know him and a shout out for the French Alps

There's a reminder of how you can gain free launches from signing up a 
new full flying member 

Caption competition featuring Tom Gooch's refuelling malarkey

and more...

bits and bobs on CGC members experiences are welcomed from all, no 
one is better qualified to talk about the club than you – your perspective 
is valued.



A broader demographic 
How do we ensure we don't miss out on young newcomers?
Andy Cockerell offers insight.

At the start of December I sent an email round the yahoo group about 
the establishment of new Junior Gliding Centres around the UK; 
Cotswold Gliding Club being one of them.

The aim of the Junior Gliding Centres is to establish a network of 
gliding clubs that promote gliding to the younger generation and 
enhance the relationship between sport gliding and the air cadets. 
Over 1000 cadets leave the air cadet movement annually and are lost 
from the world of gliding. The aim of the BGA is to attract Air Cadets, 
who have completed an Air Cadet gliding scholarship, to develop their 
gliding via Junior Gliding Centres. The national coaches have developed 
a suitable conversion program for Air Cadet pilots and the BGA are 
offering scholarships to entice Cadets to continue their gliding 
activities. 

My motivation for helping with this stems from my time in the Air 
Cadets, when I completed my gliding scholarship, only to stop gliding 
until I went to university, not realising that Portmoak was only 15 miles 
up the road. In hindsight, most frustrating.

This project is not exclusively aimed at the Air Cadet movement. Land 
and Sea cadets and the Scouts and Guides networks all have gliding as 
part of their framework of development skills. 

Further to this work, it presents the prefect opportunity to establish a 
cadet movement, similar to those at other larger clubs such as 
Dunstable and Nympsfield. The previous cadet scheme started at the 
club was flawed as it demanded parents to be present. This would 
have demanded a lot of the parent’s time simply for the child to get 
airborne. Since then the club has implemented a far better child 
protection policy and supporting system of procedures, the shape of 
which will be able to accommodate a junior flying. The BGA have also 
developed a framework of requirements that Junior Gliding Centres 
must adhere to in order to protect the members and ensure that they 
can provide healthy and enjoyable gliding for young people. I will be 
working with the committee over the next few months to ensure CGC 
are fit to serve the youth community.

Given CGC’s location there are masses of untapped resources around 
us; Air Cadet Squadrons and Gliding Schools, Scout & Guide sections, 
local schools and college. Add to this the extra incentive that gliding 
can be used as part of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme. 

This is a mammoth project we’re undertaking and we need everyone’s 
help; from promoting the club in your area or making the juniors feel 
welcome on site. If you feel you can help in any way, or have suitable 
suggestions/contacts then please get in touch with me via 
ls4a535@gmail.com  - Andy Cockerell 

“...not realising  
that Portmoak was 
only 15 miles up 
the road. 

In hindsight, most  
frustrating.”
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Thoughts to, & from a newby
I first went gliding in a T21 in New Delhi in 1974 aged ten.  No 
photographs survive, but the memory remains strong:  the sudden rush 
of a winch launch, the still, warm air at the end of the day, the blood 
orange sunset defining a pencil line of minarets on the horizon.  
Back in the UK I was able to fly at Bicester.  I was fearless, quick to learn 
and confident in equal measure, but then took a thirty year break.

It was only when I returned to gliding in middle-age, a little over a year 
ago, no longer equipped with the recklessness of youth,  that I realised 
how difficult it was.   Only with great (and patient) encouragement was I 
able to persevere.   I have appreciated the level of experience, tuition and 
support available at the CGC. 

There are a few things which really helped me and which might help any 
aspiring solo pilot:
·         Make the most of holiday  courses.  If there is space on these, you 
can pay for your flying in the normal way, but have a chance to consolidate 
and practice.  I joined the course for three days with James Metcalfe and 
then Mike Randle and flew 21 times, covering the safety curriculum (spins, 
stalls, simulated cable breaks etc).  I went solo on the final day.   (pic left)
·         Find your learning style.  There are many instructors at the club each 
with huge experience.  I found that my flying progress was most consistent 
when able to focus my input to 3-4 instructors.  If you want to fly with 
someone in particular, find out when they’re at the club and plan ahead.  
·         Ask people if you can sit in the back (I learned a huge amount from 
Tim Barnes in the PW6, by sitting in the back and watching as he offered a 
model of the perfect take off, aerobatic sequence  and hangar landing).
·         Volunteer and get stuck in:  you can learn a huge amount by helping 
out on the ground during one of the big competitions which we host or by 
learning to drive the winch or change the cable.
·         Don’t be shy. Share the magic. Bring your friends and family.  They’re 
more likely to understand your need to recount the details and weather 
conditions of each and every flight if they’ve had a go.  It’s only £15 for 
them to fly as your guest.  That’s less than a (large) round of drinks in the 
club house. 
·         Don’t forget to ask someone to take a picture of you before and after 
your first solo flight.  This will remind you of the transition you’ve made; as 
nervous tension turns into pure relief and pleasure. There’s nothing quite 
like that ‘just-gone-solo’ feeling.  You’ll be grinning for days after you’ve 
landed. 
·         It might seem like the ultimate goal before, but for me the first solo 
flight marked the beginning of my learning. 
 
 Recently I was reminded of the value which others might attach to 
something which is so cheap and readily available to members.  I donated 
a trial lesson to a charity auction. The bidding went to over £300

Thanks to the many who helped me overcome the fear, caution and 
clumsiness involved in learning anything new as a grown up and helping to 
make it such exhilarating fun.
 - Alistair Lomax

“I donated a trial  
lesson to a charity  
auction. The 
bidding went to 
over £300”
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Everybody needs to know 
about Tuesdays.   A reminder from Darrel Tucker  

I would like to update all members now that summer is on it's way
With regard to the evening flying, the bookings are starting to arrive. This 
year the first session will be Tuesday 27 April, starting at 5.30p.m.'til dusk.

It is important to the club and provides a healthy income, as we can fly 
between 10 and 30 flights on a good evening, and sometimes finish with a 
good barbeque at the club house.

You should all know that Cotswold Gliding Club is one of the best in the 
country and runs mainly with the members support and activity. The 
Tuesday evening gang consists of myself, Tony Parker, Bill Alden, Richard 
Carter, Ken Lloyd, Gerald Birt, Barry Key, Chris Swann, Geoff Cumner, Dave 
Nicholls, Tony Morley, Paul Grey, Phil Stephens, and, Chris Webber joining 
this season.

What about your friends – work? A social group? Do they realise what 
value this group flying represents?

It is important to know that any member can arrange an evening party 
group of their own at Aston Down with beautiful evening gliding, flying into 
the sunset of the Cotswolds... 
So just ring Pat for your preferential booking.

Lets hope we all have a great happy season.

Regards to all, - Darrel 

Gliding down under
Ever thought of flying on the other side of the world? 
tighten your straps – Ken Lloyd tells you how its done.

First of all, what is the gliding like? Is it worth the trip and the money?
Well, it is possible to have bad weather, but on the whole the reason to go 
is the reliable weather.
Most days are like our reasonable summer days. Looking at my log books I 
see I have flown a minimum of 7 out of 10 days and 12 days out of 15 on all 
of the last 10 years. This was at Benalla. My first trip was to Waikerie when 
I struck it lucky. I flew 7 out of 7 days, a best of 630 Kms. 3 of 500 kms and 
one of 300.
This year Tony Hayes came out with me to share the Duo for three weeks. 
That was effectively 15 days. The weather was declared by regulars as 
“Crap!” We did have to work to get anywhere but managed 68 hours, a 
total of 5,500 kms., including one of 660kms. 3 off 500 and 2 off 400.

(continued over page)4



continued...

“Turning points are  
often 2 or 3 grain  
Silos, a pub, a  
railway station or 5  
or 6 houses.”

There are many reasons why I go to Benalla. The town is friendly and within 
walking distance of the club. It has a whole range of restaurants two golf 
clubs two bowling clubs a nice park and woodland with a lake and a very 
good swimming pool. All this in a town of only 14,000 inhabitants and this 
includes the immediate surroundings. incidentally most of the Motels also 
have a pool 
The mountains are close so if the flat does not work the mountains probably 
will. (You can manage a 300 over the mountains). This year we spent a lot of 
time in the mountains - not as scary as the Alps, they are around 6,000ft 
maximum.  You still have to watch the landing areas, there are not many 
around, I did manage to land Chris Swann out in a valley 2 years ago.
Another plus is the airspace which, by our standards, is not a problem. 
10,000ft over Benalla, North and West none, East and North-east can be a 
problem as airspace comes down 8,500 and 4,500 ft. On a final glide from 
10,000ft this does mean that you have to careful to go round.
A GPS is almost essential over the flat as there are very few land marks. 
Turning points are often 2 or 3 grain Silos, a pub, a railway station or 5 or 6 
houses.  On the other hand you can often climb up to 8,000 ft over the 
launch  and see both turn points on a 300 triangle!
Of course there are the occasional booming days. These typically have a 
cloud base of around 13,000ft, lift of 8 knots plus on the averager and 
sometimes streets where you can travel for miles without stopping.
These booming days are what everyone talks about but probably only occur 
once in two weeks. 
Let's just go through one of our flights the 1st of Feb. We didn’t declare a task 
as such but put in the SAR (Search and Rescue) book. Mt. Buller and 
Tocumwald, to give a general search area. We did not go anywhere near Toc! 
We were launched about 13.40 and set of to Mt Buller gradually climbing 
higher as the cloud base rose until by 15.00 hours we were cruising between 
7 and 9,000 Ft with occasional lows of 5,000 ft. The averager at this stage was 
reading 2- 3 Knots Having turned Mt Buller we then set of over flat and then 
over the mountain range to Shepperton The thermals had picked up and we 
were averaging around 5-6 knots  We then set off for the Rock but hit a bad 
patch at Oil Tree Lagoon and turned for home. Shortly after this we hit 
booming conditions and ran for 125 kms without turning followed by another 
climb and a final glide of 170 Kms.
In all 576 Kms in 5 hours 50 mins. Maximum Height 9,500 ft.

Now how much does all this cost? Better ask Tony for a realistic cost. 
However I reckon that for two weeks actual flying – which is probably three 
weeks including travel and a mandatory two days rest before flying – the bare 
minimum is around £ 2,500, more likely nowadays, with the falling pound 
£3,500. Anybody interested please talk to me in the club house sometime.

Stop-Overs
Depending on the airline you chose there many places you can stopover . I 
have stopped at Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, New Zealand, Honolulu, LA, 
Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide and many others.
Mind you, it does put the price up a bit!

Editor's note: Calling all solo to silver members 
– you can not do much better than sign up to Ken's very kind regular offer of  
a Sunday flight in the ASH25. Ken is offering this again this year, so sign up on  
the list at the top of the stairs and pray for good booming Sundays.5



From The CFI
Hi all,
I have been here before...

I was CFI at CGC for 5 years in the late 90’s. Since then the role has been 
carried out with great distinction and considerable amounts of hard work by 
Paul Gentil and Simon Buckley.
I am very honoured to be appointed for a second time.  

Many of you were club members during my previous time as CFI. For the 
others, just in case you don’t know me, here are a few details:

I have a Gold Gliding Badge with 3 Diamonds, a Private Pilots Licence and a 
French Gilder Pilots PPL (more of that later). I am a BGA regional examiner for 
all BGA instructor ratings. I love flying solo and dual, and have entered many 
competitions over the years. I have shares in a Ventus 2c, a T21, a Venture 
motor glider  and 2 Duo Discusses.
 
I have been lucky enough to fly more than 2600hrs in more than 50 types of 
glider during the 42 years since my first flight in a T21 in Lincolnshire. The 
novelty has not yet worn off!

The pleasure derived from a successful cross country flight in a glider is 
impossible to describe to a non flyer. We are very privileged to be able to take 
part in such a wonderful sport. If you are not yet able to fly cross country on 
your own, arrange to fly with someone who can. The DG500 was bought by the 
club to encourage X-C flying, so lets use it. You may well be able to blag a flight 
in a privately owned 2 seater if you ask nicely. 

My job as CFI is to take responsibility for all flying activities at Aston Down. This 
would be impossible without the help of the Instructor team.
I need to ensure that the excellent team of instructors we have at CGC is kept 
as good as it is now. This involves flying with the instructors to practice 
teaching exercises, and introducing  new exercises from time to time. It also 
involves flying with pilots preparing for instructor examinations. All your 
instructors are required to revalidate their instructor ratings every year as part 
of an ongoing ‘quality monitoring ‘program which aims to keep instructing 
standards as high and consistent as possible. 

We need a regular supply of new instructors to replace those we lose through 
retirement, family commitments, moving away etc. If you would like to be 
considered as an instructor, please contact me, and I can let you know what is 
required. It is a demanding, difficult but very rewarding activity. 

I recently re-read the CGC Operations Manual and found it very useful. This can 
be found at the Club as hard copy and is also on the CGC website in the 
Briefings section. It has a wealth of important and well written information 
about club operations with a strong emphasis on safety. Our sport does involve 
risks and the consequences of ‘getting it wrong’ can be very severe. Reading 
the Manual is a good way of making you more aware of some of these risks, 
and will help you avoid them.
Contact me at cfi@cotswoldgliding.co.uk  or call me on 07868 758344

“I recently re-read 
the CGC Operations 
Manual and found it  
very useful.”
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Want to try something new?
A few years ago the 572 Duo Discus syndicate took the glider for an expedition 
to the French mountain flying club at Sisteron. This is a small gliding and 
power flying club based on an easy airfield – long and flat, in the Southern 
Alps. They made us very welcome, the flying was amazing, and on the very 
occasional days when it is not flyable you are in Provence with all it has to 
offer as a holiday area (somewhat better than Hus Bos or even Aston Down).

We had such a good time that we have been back every year since, and have 
even formed a second Duo Discus syndicate with the glider based 
permanently in France. I had 2 trips last year, managing to fly more than 70 
hours in 3 weeks, mostly above 10,000’ and often within a wingspan or two of 
a very large lump of rock.
The mountain ranges usually produce little lift in the morning, but as the sun 
heats the southerly faces, they warm up and at about mid day they start to 
produce steady streams of predictable thermal lift which can last until it is 
dark, enabling long flights to take place. Dave Roberts has flown with Mike 
Weston and with Chris Ashworth on flights from Sisteron to Mont Blanc and 
back (about 600km I think). The area is also very good for wave flying. (see 
photo of Alps from 18,000’)
The experience can be daunting but Sisteron and other nearby clubs like the 
French National Gliding Centre at St Auban can arrange a course with an 
English speaking instructor. This is an ideal, and reasonably inexpensive way to 
find out what it is all about. You do not need any special paperwork (licences, 
medicals etc.) if you fly as P2.
It is not a good idea to try to teach yourself mountain flying techniques unless 
you are very brave and well insured.

I have included a couple of photos to give you an idea of the fabulous area.

If you would like to contact me to discuss any aspects of flying, you can email 
me at cfi@cotswoldgliding.co.uk  or call me on 07868 758344

Chairman's Spring board:
Firstly, 
a warm welcome to both new and returning members, and a welcome also to 
the latest edition of The Newsletter, or Polebender as it was always known. 
Thanks to Patrick who has taken on the task of producing and editing our club 
journal and thanks also to Eugene for his contribution in producing the 
Polebender during 2009. Producing a quality club journal takes considerable 
time and effort, not to mention the nagging and cajoling of members to write 
something. 
I know that Patrick is thinking of these issues during the course of this year so 
if you have an interesting story to tell please share it with us.
There has been a promising start with early local soaring flights on some very 
cold, clear days in February. Simon Lucas and Chris Huck report good wave 
conditions during their regular winter commutes to Portmoak and Ken Lloyd 
and Tony Hayes have now returned from their migration to Benalla. 
(see report by Ken earlier in this issue)  
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Committee news
Andrew Flewelling will be taking over from Robin Birch as our Committee Air 
Tech. appointment. Congratulations to Andrew on his forthcoming wedding, 
and please offer him your support. Our sincere thanks to Robin for his sound 
advice and for helping to guide us through our recent technical difficulties. 
Robin will continue to head up the maintenance operation for our club fleet, 
but pressure of work means he must reduce the workload.  The BGA 
Conference includes the presentation of awards to club and BGA committee 
members in recognition of services to our sport. I am delighted to be able to 
tell you that the BGA has awarded a Special Diploma to the Transition Team in 
recognition of their work over the last two years. Fraser is a member of the 
BGA Transition Team and his technical contribution at the national level 
together with the other team members is an important part of the work 
which goes on quietly in the background to keep our aircraft flying safely.

Robin and Fraser are presently preparing an evening lecture which will cover 
the salient points of a sailplane design and technical development. They will 
also demonstrate not only how to DI a sailplane but the reason why we 
should take a Daily Inspection very seriously. (If in doubt, ask Mike Randle.) 
Please make an effort to attend as soon as the date is confirmed, especially if 
you are interested in the technical background to the way AD’s are issued, the 
work of the BGA CTO and the BGA’s relationship with EASA and with the 
manufacturers. It promises to be a lively and interesting evening.

Cross Country, and a priority that should be fun...
The start of a new cross country soaring season was formally signalled with 
an inaugural 100k club triangle early in March. So congratulations to Eugene 
on showing us the way, clearly his soaring prowess has not deserted him 
during the winter months.
Rather disappointingly the John Holland Cup for the best flight by a pre-silver 
pilot was not claimed in 2009. To try and encourage more cross country 
flying, this year we will be organising a Task Week with the emphasis on flying 
faster cross country. 

Several experienced members with Nationals competition experience 
including Tony Parker, John McWilliam, Paul Gentil and Mike Randle will be 
volunteering to sit in the back of one of our two-seaters and show you how it 
should be done.
I have also agreed with Tony that the Chairman will present a bottle of wine 
to any pre-bronze pilot who can demonstrate a first country flight by flying to 
Nympsfield via Tetbury church and then landing at the BGGC site. Very simple 
rules – you take an instructor with you to act as a safety pilot and he certifies 
you correctly rounded the turning point, however for you to qualify for a 
bottle your instructor may not touch the controls. Nothing to stop him 
offering you advice on the best clouds though. If you do find you need a bit of 
help, you can always return to AD and start again.
We also intend to set up our own local equivalent of the Lasham ~ Dunstable 
Plate, -a  traditional competition between the two clubs – which are some 70 
~ 80 kms apart – to claim the plate. If the plate is at “the other place” a club 
member will fly across to collect it and bring it back. 
We would like to do the same with one of our neighbours, hopefully either 
The Soaring Centre at Husbands Bosworth, or possibly Shenington. Both are 
roughly to the north-east of Aston Down, and flying across good soaring 
country.

“...a bottle of wine to 
any pre-bronze pilot  
who can fly to  
Nympsfield via  
Tetbury church. “
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Club re-structuring
The CGC committee has determined that the current organisational and legal 
frameworks of CGC and ADF need to be reviewed so as to consider whether 
any changes need to be made in the interests of the members. 
The very serious accident with the Land Rover triggered an internal review of 
our status as a sports club and we quickly realised that we probably needed 
greater legal protection. The committee has now approved Terms of 
Reference for a separate study group to examine various models for creating 
both a legal entity for CGC and a tighter legal relationship with ADF, together 
with the associated tax implications.
The Terms of reference agreed by the Committee are as follows:- 
1. To ascertain and review the options for the future legal framework and 
structure of CGC and the members’ associated property holding company, 
ADF, and to make recommendations to the members, via the CGC committee 
and the ADF board, as to what form(s) this / these might take in future in the 
best interests of all members.
2. To draft and recommend the constitution and associated rules of the 
club in whatever future legal framework may be recommended as meeting 
the best interests of all members for the future.
3. To provide a draft of any necessary memorandum and articles of 
association of any incorporated body that may be recommended by the study 
group for the club and / or ADF.
4. To consider, and make recommendations in relation to, the protection of 
the long term financial interests and arrangements of the assets and the 
protection and mitigation of liability exposure of the current CGC, ADF and 
the members.
5. To set out clearly the reasons for recommendations in relation to 1 to 4 
above. 
The Study Group members are: -

• David Roberts – Chairman & ex CGC Chairman. Past Chairman of the 
BGA and Chairman Royal Aero Club.

• Geoff Dixon – CGC Treasurer
• Helena Brogden – CGC Secretary
• Roger Bagley – Ex CGC Chairman
• David Howell – Management Consultant
• Mike Weston – Ex CGC Chairman

If you have any suggestions or you wish to discuss any aspect of these Terms 
of Reference please contact one of the Study Group members.
Holiday Courses
The club will have been operating full time from Monday 29th March which is 
the Imperial College Training week. They will be bringing their own Grob two-
seat trainer but they would welcome a volunteer winch driver (or drivers) for 
the week. 

The Season proper begins with courses
The first holiday course starts on 5th April, and this year we will be hoping to 
provide an improved service to both our club members and course members 
by employing a full time winch driver to support the courses. Señor Guillermo 
Sanchez Checa will be on site from 2nd April so please help by giving him and 
his partner a warm welcome which will help them to settle in and learn the 
ropes.
I would also like to welcome back James Metcalfe who together with Tony 
Hayes and Mike Randle will again be running the holiday courses this year.

“If you have any 
suggestions or you 
wish to discuss any 
aspect of these Terms 
of Reference please  
contact one of the 
Study Group 
members.”
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Trial Flights – good news, especially for club 2 seater pilots
Last year we found there was some conflict between the very obvious 
demands from Ab Initios for flying time and the demand for Trial Flights. This 
was also causing frustration both with the Duty Instructors and at the launch 
point. To try and square this particular circle and with the start of the soaring 
season Pat will be booking in Trial Flights to commence only after 3 pm on 
weekends. Darrell and Pat will also be arranging more of the Trial Flights for a 
Tuesday evening which we believe should help to reduce some of the backlog. 
Clearly for this to be successful will demand judgement on the part of the Duty 
Instruction and Operations Teams, however we hope these guidelines will help 
to reduce problems, - they have at other sites.

Our Neighbours
The ADF Board of Directors, together with Roger Bagley has had several 
meetings with Leda Properties (LP) to discuss their business development 
plans insofar as they impact on our flying operations.
LP will shortly be laying a power supply from the Adtech site to the ‘B’ site 
gate. (This is the White Horse entrance on the east side of the site). The ‘B’ site 
gate will be upgraded to power operation with a keypad – i.e. PIN type – 
access code and will be monitored at the security lodge by two CCTV cameras, 
one of which will be fitted with number plate recognition. The ‘B’ site gate is 
the CGC legal Right of Way onto the airfield and following implementation of 
these works LP has advised that we will not be permitted to use the ‘Sale’ gate 
at the west side of the site.
We have also agreed with LP that an anti-clockwise circulation will now be the 
default traffic routing during LP’s normal working hours, i.e. 08:00 to 16:30.
During working hours LP security will close the double gates adjacent to our 
clubhouse and open the double gates at the west end of the cross runway 
090/270. 
Should the Duty Instructor decide to continue with an anti-clockwise 
circulation traffic after LP has closed for the day, or at weekends, then CGC will 
become responsible for closing the double gate at the west end of  090/270 
and opening the double gate next to the clubhouse at the cessation of flying.
CGC has also agreed to mark a shortened threshold at the south field to give a 
safety margin for high-sided trucks using the perimeter track at the south end.

Social events
The Social Committee has been looking ahead and has prepared a new 
programme of events commencing with a start of season party on April 10th. 
Richard will also be offering an evening meal and a pint at weekends, (please 
see his own entry for more details) 
This is an excellent deal so please try and give your support to Richard and the 
Social Committee by staying behind after you have finished packing the hangar 
and partake of his excellent cuisine.
You will have noticed the refurbishment taking place in the bunkrooms, with 
new wash basins, heavy duty carpet tiles and an attractive decoration. Thanks 
to Richard and his team of helpers – Mike Oliver, Mike Dixon, Tony Chapman 
and Darren Edge – for donating their time to this project.

Best wishes for a good season and fly safely,
Chris Swann
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Mark One Eyeball 
keep it open for confirmed dates for the following:

Where in the world is gliding really good?
(Apart from Aston Down of course - ed)
You are all welcome to an illustrated talk describing various gliding spots - 
some briefly, because they are no good and some in greater detail because 
you really cannot miss them.  Gliding places to be covered include:-

IRELAND:  Dublin and Ulster gliding clubs, bungeeing off the Cork coast, a 
1200ft x 100ft grass strip by the river Bandon and car-tow parafil launching off 
the Kerry beaches (photo top left)
SCOTLAND: Aboyne, Portmoak & Connel (Oban).
WALES: Talgarth.
ENGLAND:  Eden (Lakes), Long Mynd, Lasham, North Hill.
FRANCE:  Le Blanc, Poitier, Tours, Gap, Sisteron, Fayence. 
GERMANY:  Oerlinghausen.
SPAIN:  Jaca (photo left) & Ontur (90 mins inland of Alicante)
NAMIBIA:  Bitterwasser.
NEW ZEALAND:  Omarama, Marlborough (Omaka), Taupo, Waipukurau.
AUSTRALIA: Camden (Sydney), Temora, Benalla, Corowa.
AMERICA:  Ridge Soaring (Appalacians), Seminole (Florida), Peach State 
(Georgia), Minden (Nevada).
CANADA: Black Diamond (Calgary, Rockies).
 
stop press
DATE: SATURDAY evening 17th APRIL, at 8.00pm
At: Aston Down clubhouse ANYONE WELCOME. Food available from 6.30 till 
7.45   so you are washed hands and ready for talk at 8.00  John McWilliam

The Social Life starts here 
With a brand new season upon us we are all looking forward to those long 
summer days with cumulus filled skies and record breaking flights. Our aim, as 
the social committee, is to complement the flying by encouraging an active 
social side to the club where family and friends can come along and feel part 
of CGC.
With that in mind we have put together a program of events and new 
initiatives which we hope you will all support.

Saturday Evening Meals
Starting on Saturday April 3 we are offering an evening meal service which we 
hope will encourage people to stay on after flying and enjoy good food at a 
very reasonable cost. A limited, but varied, choice will be available; menus will 
be posted in the clubhouse a week in advance. We will be having “theme” 
nights such as good old fish and chips, bangers & mash etc, any suggestions 
for themes welcome.

Start of Season Party April 10
We are returning to Italy for the start of season party so there will be plenty of 
pasta, anti pasta, Chianti and scrumptious Italian puds. We have to limit the 
numbers to 40 so book early to avoid disappointment.
Further Events
Check out the full list of events on the notice boards and on the web site.

Good eating at the 
end of a soaring 
Saturday 
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Survey on Dinner Dance / Main Annual Event
After the disappointment at having to cancel the Dinner Dance in 
January we put out a survey to find out what members views were on, 
type of event, when to hold it and cost.  
Most thought that a spring/early summer event would be preferable to 
one at around Christmas so we will be looking at putting together 
something for early summer.

Bunk Room Refurbishment
A small band of volunteers’ have been hard at work over the last few 
weeks refurbishing the four bunk rooms. They now have wash basins 
with hot and cold water, bright new paint schemes, new carpets, 
curtains and lighting. A Big thank you to all of those who have helped 
transform what were some very dreary rooms into ones we can be 
proud of.

Photo Competition
We have recently held a photo comp to find ten photographs that can 
be enlarged, printed, framed and hung in the newly refurbished bunk 
rooms.
Copies of the top ten are on display in the clubhouse. Thanks to all who 
submitted their work.
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To maximise profits 
we need plenty of volunteers to 
help out in the kitchen and bar. 
You don’t need to be a 5* chef, 
just willing to “muck in” with 
various tasks. Shifts will be kept 
down to 2 hours so it won’t be 
too onerous and can be good 
fun.
If you can help please e-mail 
richardkill@hotmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you 
all at future events.
Richard, Sandy & Jacquie 

Photo comp winners
3rd (small) to 1st (largest)  
Richard Kill, Geoff Dixon
Alison Randle

Help Needed
In August we are hosting two national competitions 
over ten days, in the past these competitions have 
been a very strong source of income, not just from 
the flying but also, from catering and bar sales. Last 
year we made a profit of over £3,000 which has 
been ploughed back into improving the facilities at 
the club.
(please notice new Dyson Airblade driers in the  
toilets – ed) 

mailto:richardkill@hotmail.com


Nationals 2010 - Open and Standard 
Classes 7th – 15th August ... HERE 

Competition time is looming remarkably fast and this year we have a 
total of 63 Nationals’ pilots signed up to come and fly with us. The idea 
of a gliding competition is that pilots get to fly competitively as far and 
as often as the weather will allow – hopefully 9 days of racing where up 
to 1000 points are available each day. For the third time, Olly Ward will 
be Competition Director. 
Gliding is one of the few remaining true amateur sports (there are no 
cash prizes on offer) and National competition can mean a great deal to 
those who take part. Apart from the obvious feel good factor, doing well 
creates opportunities to represent your country in international 
competitions. The UK Team is currently ranked No 2 in the world, some 
of the team will be flying here that week.

Getting involved 
2nd call for volunteers
Over the years we have built a fine reputation for providing maximum 
flying for pilots in an easy going atmosphere. This doesn’t happen by 
accident and is due to a great deal of work by a large number of people. 
Last year we worked out that two-thirds of club members had got 
involved at some point in the process – and what’s more they clearly 
enjoyed themselves.

So how can you get involved too?

There are a number of different jobs to be done each day while the 
competition is running. This may be catering, helping with briefing, 
launching (rope running), taking land-out phone calls in control, scoring 
or running the bar in the evening. There’s a merry band of people who 
are here all week. You might not be able to commit to 9 days, but we’ll 
be quite happy to see you – even if it is just for one day. However, there 
is plenty to do over the next few months, so if you can’t make it during 
the comp, you can help with the preparations. These will involve 
mowing grass, tidying up around the buildings (inside & out), clearing 
the workshop, checking grid markers and so on. You can also come and 
be sociable during the week – the catering and bar are open to all, not 
just competitors and crew.
If you can help, please can you email Alison Randle 
alison.randle@btinternet.com ? There is also a list up in the clubhouse. 
It would be helpful if you could say when you are available (before or 
during, how many days etc) and the sorts of jobs you might like to help 
with.
We will let you know about club flying, opportunities to fly cross-
country, food, socials and so on nearer the time.
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Design a comp T-shirt competition
We rely on T-shirts to take our marketing to the centre of other clubs 
across the UK (and sometimes a bit further afield). Previously we’ve 
bought them in, but actually we have some talented people in the club 
and some good local printing companies, so we think that between us, 
we can do a bit better than previous years. Please send us yours by 
Friday 7th May (email to alison.randle@btinternet.com). 
Must haves for the design: 
‘Aston Down’  ‘Open Class Nationals’  ‘Standard Class Nationals’ '2010'
The Open Class is open to all, but in general, this means the big winged, 
flapped gliders that take loads of water ballast to stretch those long 
glides even further. The standard class is for standard gliders – no flaps, 
no long wings... just sheer grit & determination.
We’ll want to restrict printing to one ink colour, but aren’t too worried 
about the colour of the T-shirt material, as long as it is popular and 
something that people will want to wear.
The rest, as they say, is a blank T-shirt... over to you... 

The BGA Conference
This is the annual event which is partly business, but mostly celebration, 
and something that the BGA lays on for glider pilots. Cotswold GC was 
well represented – I think I counted about 10 AD pilots (not including 
me). It was a busy event, and they wouldn’t keep still long enough for 
me to count them properly...
Andy Perkins and I launched the Junior Gliding Centres – CGC, as one of 
the 12 clubs currently working towards JGC status, got a mention (7 
have already achieved it) so we should have 24 in total by this summer.
 
I got the chance to make delegates sit up and think. You can try it too. 
How long does it take to take a brand new member from pre-solo to 
something significant like an Instructor or club technical officer? 
Probably 3 to 5 years or so. 
Now age our club by 10 years... Is it still a viable club in this new 
picture? How much time do we really have? 
The solution: we need more young people. We need more volunteers. If 
you see something you want to join in with, don’t wait, ASK. 
If you see someone with potential to fly more or to share their talents 
with us, ENCOURAGE them to do so. 
We do not have the luxury of time to sit about thinking about this. But 
actually, CGC aren’t starting from scratch and we already do a lot of 
things very well, but we aren’t doing enough.
The BGA AGM is kept reasonably light and is tempered with 
presentations of BGA Diplomas and medals to volunteers who help to 
make our sport and gliding clubs the special places that they are. No-
one from CGC has been nominated for a while – keep your eyes peeled 
for worthy recipients.

Alison Randle.
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How do we 
get where 
we want to  
go?

Someone,
sometime,
shows us.

Now its your turn to show someone what gliding means to you

Cotswold Gliding Club lost some full flying members last year. Other clubs lost more.
I want this club to be successful, I presume you do too, and for that to happen we absolutely need more 
members. Without any new members the running costs of the club become proportionately much higher 
per person, flying becomes harder to organise, winch drivers scarce on the ground, ground crewing slower 
and less safe. Best estimates are that another 60 would be ideal... that's another 60 plus “new for moved 
on”...quite a task.

If you love to glide, you have a vested interest in 
keeping the club as successful as possible. The club is 
offering you a tasty bonus if you can do one simple 
practical thing to make this happen: Get someone in to 
help.  Get them to join.

Enlist a full flying member and you will 
find “a case* of 6 free launches” in your 
club account.

The bigger reward is making your own flying easier at a 
more successful club.

Ask one of the committee how to most easily achieve 
this – and have some fun being an evangelist and a 
sales expert.

 * (or £50 whichever is greater, paid on the date of their  
membership fee receipt)

You can help someone,
− to help you fly.



Not the first  just this edition offering – caption competition, no prizes, except publicity.

captions suggested so far
“Gloves missing again – honestly, Tom, how many times?” (what Chris Swann might say)
“The secret of gliding is out – thermals are a myth, its all gas powered”. (The Daily Flail)

(your entry can be posted on the yahoo group)

Welcome to The message at the end of the newsletter: 
Final marketing notes – (16 pages is enough but indicates we have so much to do...)

This year we plan to visit significant local fêtes and shows with the simulator to both promote awareness 
and eventually the idea of membership of the club. If you have contacts with the organisers of any such 
event please email me (marketing@cotswoldgliding.co.uk) and offer your help.

We are also keen to use our massive stock of leaflets up this year – and this requires a positive effort from 
our members to volunteer to get them displayed or better still actively given out in a targeted way.

Advertising research says that people need to see an advert four times before they will act on it. So four 
visits to a supermarket where it is dominantly on display is worth more than one leaflet dropped through 
their door... we do not do door drop leaflets unless its a campaign in which we drop the same leaflet four 
times through the same door over a period of time.

We would like to target Cheltenham – and very soon – so all those who either live there, nearby, work 
there, or pass through on a regular basis – its you I am hoping to hear from first.

If you have a good personal manner (can talk, will talk) it would be very nice to welcome you to what is a 
marketing team growing in massive percentage terms – by 100% since last year. (Thanks Alistair)

If we get this right we all benefit – if we do nothing, we will only feel, “Should have done”.
Good flying – good club building – good marketing

mailto:marketing@cotswoldgliding.co.uk
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